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Amendments to the Claims: 

1 . (original) A method of post processing an article formed by selective deposition 
modeling to remove a support structure, the article comprising a three-dimensional object and the 
support structure, the three-dimensional object formed from a curable phase change composition 
and the support structure formed from a non-curable phase change composition, the method 
comprising the following steps: 

(a) providing a temperature controllable environment for the article having an initial 
temperature above the melting point of the non-curable phase change composition; 

(b) placing the article in the temperature controllable environment; 

(c) holding the temperature of the controllable environment above the melting point 
of the non-curable phase change composition until substantially all of the support 
structure transitions to a flowable state and is removed from the three-dimensional object; 

(d) lowering the temperature of the controllable environment to a temperature just 
above the freezing point of the curable phase change composition; 

(c) holding the temperature of the controllable environment just above the freezing 
point of the curable phase change composition until the temperature of all the regions of 
the three-dimensional object substantially equalize; and 

(f) lowering the temperature of the three-dimensional object below the freezing point 
of the curable phase change composition at a rate wherein a temperature differential 
within the regions of the three-dimensional object does not exceed about S^C. 

2, (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the temperature controllable environment 
includes at least one heat transferring medium. 
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3. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein the heat transferring medium is air. 

4. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein the heat transferring medium is a solid. 

5. (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the solid heat transferring medium 
comprises a plurality of particulate matter 

6. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein the heat transferring medium is a liquid, 

7. (original) The method of claim 6 wherein the liquid is an organic oil, a mineral oil, 
water, or the non-curable phase change composition in a flowable state, 

8. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein steps (a) (b) and (c) are completed in a 
heat transferring medium of air, and the steps (d) (e) and (f) are completed in a liquid heat 
transferring medium. 

9. (previously canceled without prejudice) The method of claim 1 wherein the initial 
temperature of the controllable environment is between about 90° C to about 1 50° C. 

10. (previously canceled without prejudice) The method of claim 1 wherein the initial 
temperature of the controllable environment is between about 120° C to about 125° C, 
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1 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of holding the temperature of the 
controllable environment above the melting point is accomplished for a time period of at least 
about 20 minutes. 

12. (previously canceled without prejudice) The method of claim I wherein the step of 
lowering the temperature of the controllable environment to just above the freezing point is 
between about 75° C to about 65° C. 

13. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of holding the temperature of the 
controllable environment just above the freezing point is accomplished for a time period of at 
least about 20 minutes. 

14. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of lowering the temperature of the 
three-dimensional object below the freezing point is accomplished through a temperature range 
of between about 75° C to about 40° C 

15. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of lowering the temperature of the 
three-dimensional object below the freefcing point is accomplished through a temperature range 
of between about 62° C to about 52° C for a period of time between about 5 minutes to about 10 
minutes. 

16. (original) A method of post processing an article formed by selective deposition 
modeling, the article comprising a three-dimensional object and a support structure, the three- 
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dimensional object formed from a curable phase change composition and the support structure 
formed from a nan-curable phase change composition, the method comprising the following 
steps: 

(a) providing a temperature controllable environment for the article having an initial 
temperature above the melting point of the non-curable phase change composition; 

(b) placing the article in the temperature controllable environment; 

(c) holding the temperature of the controllable environment above the melting point 
of the non-curable phase change composition until substantially all of the support 
structure transitions to a flowable state and is removed from the three-dimensional object; 

(d) lowering the temperature of the controllable environment to a temperature just 
above the freezing point of the curable phase change composition; 

(e) holding the temperature of the controllable environment just above the freezing 
point of the curable phase change composition until the temperature of all the regions of 
the three-dimensional object substantially equalize; and 

(f) lowering the temperature of the three-dimensional object below the freezing point 
of the curable phase change composition at a rate wherein the temperature of the regions 
of the three-dimensional object remain substantially equal as the freezing point is 
crossed . 

17. (original) The method of claim 1 6 wherein the temperature controllable environment 
includes at least one heat transferring medium. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 17 wherein the heat transferring medium is air. 



5 



PAGE 7/31 * RCVD AT 2J2712O04 8:42:45 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:661 257 4953 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-54 



FEB-27-2004 18:09 3D SYSTEMS 661 257 4953 P. 

m * 

Patent 
USA.286 

1 9. (original) The method of claim 1 7 wherein the heat transferring medium is a solid, 

20. (original) The method of claim 19 wherein the solid heat transferring medium 
comprises a plurality of particulate matter. 

21 . (original) The method of claim 17 wherein the heat transferring medium is a liquid. 

22. (original) The method of claim 17 wherein the liquid is an organic oil, a mineral oil, 
water, or the non-curable phase change composition in a flowable state. 

23. (original) The method of claim 16 wherein steps (a) (b) and (c) are completed in a 
heat transferring medium of air, and the steps (d) (e) and (f) are completed in a liquid heat 
transferring medium. 

24. (previously canceled without prejudice) The method of claim 1 6 wherein the initial 
temperature of the controllable environment is between about 90° C to about 150° C 

25. (previously canceled without prejudice) The method of claim 16 wherein the initial 
temperature of the controllable environment is between about 120° C to about 125° C. 

26. (original) The method of claim 16 wherein the step of holding the temperature of the 
controllable environment above the melting point is accomplished for a time period of at least 
about 20 minutes. 
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27. (original) (previously canceled without prejudice) The method of claim 1 6 wherein 
the step of lowering the temperature of the controllable environment to just above the freezing 
point is between about 75° C to about 65° C 

28. (original) The method of claim 1 6 wherein the step of holding the temperature of the 
controllable environment just above the freezing point is accomplished for a time period of at 
least about 20 minutes. 

29. (original) The method of claim 16 wherein the step of lowering the temperature of 
the three-dimensional object below the freezing point is accomplished through a temperature 
range of between about 75° C to aboxit 40° C. 

30. (original) The method of claim 1 6 wherein the Step of lowering the temperature of 
the three-dimensional object below the freezing point is accomplished through a temperature 
range of between about 62° C to about 52° C for a period of time between about 5 minutes to 
about 10 minutes. 

31. (original) A method of post processing an article formed by selective deposition 
modeling to remove a support structure, the article comprising a three-dimensional object and the 
support structure, the three-dimensional object formed from a curable phase change composition 
and the support structure formed from a non-curable phase change composition, the method 
comprising the following steps: 
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(a) providing a temperature controllable environment for the article having an initial 
temperature above the melting point of the non-curable phase change composition; 

(b) placing the article in the temperature controllable environment; 

(c) removing substantially all of the support structure in a flowable state from the 

article; 

(d) lowering the temperature of the controllable environment to a temperature just 
above the freezing point of the curable phase change composition and allowing the temperature 
of all the regions of the three-dimensional object to substantially equalize; 

(e) lowering the temperature of the three-dimensional object below the freezing point 
of the curable phase change composition at a rate wherein a temperature differential within the 
regions of the three-dimensional object does not exceed about 5°C 

32. (original) The method of claim 3 1 wherein the temperature controllable environment 
includes at least one heat transferring medium. 

33. (original) The method of claim 32 wherein the heat transferring medium is air. 

34. (original) The method of claim 32 wherein the heat transferring medium is a solid, 

35. (original) The method of claim 34 wherein the solid heat transferring medium 
comprises a plurality of particulate matter. 

36* (original) The method of claim 32 wherein the heat transferring medium is a liquid* 
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37. (original) The method of claim 36 wherein the liquid i$ an organic oil, a mineral oil, 
water, or the non-curable phase change composition in a flowable state. 

38. (original) The method of claim 32 wherein steps (a) (b) and (c) are completed in a 
heat transferring medium of air, and the steps (d) and (e) are completed in a liquid heat 
transferring medium. 

39. (previously canceled without prejudice) The method of claim 31 wherein the step of 
lowering the temperature of the controllable environment to just above the freezing point is 
between about 75° C to about 65° C 

40. (original) The method of claim 3 1 wherein the step of lowering the temperature of 
the three-dimensional object below the freezing point is accomplished through a temperature 
range of between about 75° C to about 40° C. 

41 . (original) The method of claim 3 1 wherein the step of lowering the temperature of 
the three-dimensional object below the freezing point is accomplished through a temperature 
range of between about 62° C to about 52° C for a period of time between about 5 minutes to 
about 10 minutes. 

42. (previously presented) The method of claim 2 wherein the melting point of the non- 
curable phase change composition is between about 45° C to about 65° C, and the freezing point 
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of the curable phase change composition is between about 33° C to about 60° C. 

43. (previously presented) The method of claim 42 wherein the heat transferring medium 
is selected from the group consisting of air and water. 

44. (previously presented) The method of claim 43 wherein steps (a) through (f) are 
completed in the heat transferring medium of water, 

45. (previously presented) The method of claim 17 wherein the melting point of the non- 
curable phase change composition is between about 45° C to about 65° C> and the freezing point 
of the curable phase change composition is between about 33° C to about 60° C. 

46. (previously presented) The method of claim 45 wherein the heat transferring medium 
is selected from the group consisting of ail and water. 

47. (previously presented) The method of claim 46 wherein steps (a) through (f) are 
completed in the heat transferring medium of water. 

48. (previously presented) The method of claim 32 wherein the melting point of the non- 
curable phase change composition is between about 45° C to about 65° C, and the freezing point 
of the curable phase change composition is between about 33° C to about 60° C. 

49. (previously presented) The method of claim 48 wherein the heat transferring medium 
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is selected from the group consisting of air and water. 



50. (previously presented) The method of claim 49 wherein steps (a) through (e) are 
completed in the heat transferring medium of water. 
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